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IMPORTANT DATES
•  Aug 3 Special City Council 
Meeting, 6:00 p.m.
• Aug 8 Planning & Zoning 
Commission Meeting, 6:30 p.m.
•  Aug 9 Special City Council 
Meeting, 6:00 p.m.
• Aug 17 Municipal Court, 4:00 p.m.
• Aug 22 City Council Workshop, 
6:00 p.m.
• Aug 28 City Council Workshop/
Meeting, 6:00 p.m.

AUGUST 2017

Independence Day 2017. On July 4, 1776, a group of enlightened men 
gathered in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania with the shared dream set forth in 
our Declaration of Independent. On that day, they defiantly proclaimed 
our independence from monarchy rule and that “all men are created 

equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable rights that among 
these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness.” It was a day that shaped the world in 
unimaginable ways, and it continues to shape the world today.

In remembrance of that day, communities far and wide have gathered over the following 
decades for community fairs, local contests and the ever-present camaraderie of family, 
friends and neighbors. It has been a day to spend with others, and for each family, it offers 
unique traditions. 

Until the last few decades, Americans would stock picnic baskets with family favorites for 
Independence Day picnics. The young at heart in our community might remember mom 
making her world famous potato salad, Aunt Mina bringing her special Boston baked 
beans, and Aunt Audrey contributing her remarkable fresh baked bread with homemade 
peach preserves. As for the men, they would prepare the perfect meat for the occasion. The 
youngest among us would eat American hot dogs, and in the lean years, the men would 
barbeque chicken or fry fish for the adults. In the better years, the men would barbeque 
up the best brisket or ribs of the year. (Frankly, I never understood why neighborhood 
friends would clamor for those hot dogs.)

After a satiating meal, dads would bring out the old “reliable” hand cranked ice cream 
makers, and after a considered discussion of the right combination of ingredients, 
placement of ice and the correct quantity of rock salt, the cranking would begin. Generally, 
the crank latch would prove to be less than reliable, and it would be the duty of the young 
boys and girls to provide the right amount of downward pressure by sitting on top of the 
crank mechanism. It was perhaps the first “cool” experience many of us can remember. 
From this perfect vantage point, the young’uns could observe men and older boys 
cranking away to make a delicious concoction. Generally, it was a base of vanilla ice cream 
(second only to Texas Blue Bell) mixed with Stonewall peaches, East Texas dewberries, or 
the state nut of Texas - pecans.

As the evening wore on and sundown arrived at the local fairground or area lake, the 
tree frogs would begin to croak and the cicadas would chirp as nightfall cascaded on the 
perfect day. Then suddenly, the sky would erupt in a specular light show of fireworks, and 
the songs of nature would be replaced by pops, bangs, whooshes, crackles, hisses and 
whizzes fighting back the night. Eventually, the night always prevailed, and as the light 
show departed, someone would hand out sparklers to the children and ladies. With sparkler 
in hand, they would draw dreams in the night sky, and it would look like a kaleidoscope 
of fairies and lightning bugs dancing in the darkness. As the last flickering sparkler faded, 
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CITY OF SHAVANO PARK
INFORMATION

City Hall.................................................................................493-3478
City Hall.................................................................................492-3816
Public Works..........................................................................492-2841
Municipal Court....................................................................492-2607
Police Administration...........................................................492-9248
Fire Administration...............................................................492-1111
Republic Services Customer Service....................................304-2700
DeZavala-Shavano Veterinary Clinic.....................................699-3939
Non Emergency Fire/EMS, Police.........................................804-0110
Emergency Fire/EMS, Police...........................................................911

HELPFUL PHONE 
NUMBERS

CITY COUNCIL

City Hall hours of 
operation are:

Monday through Friday 
from 

8:00 am to 5:00 pm

Hon. Bob Werner
310 Fawn Drive
210-867-0441

mayor@shavanopark.org

Mayor Pro Tem, Michele Bunting Ross
99 Bent Oak

210-413-2622
mross@shavanopark.org

Alderman Heintzelman 
115 Saddletree Rd.

210-408-7680
bheintzelman@shavanopark.org

Alderman Mary Ann Hisel
106 Elm Spring
210-317-9769

mhisel@shavanopark.org 

Alderman Mike Simpson
100 Ripple Creek

210-884-0991
msimpson@shavanopark.org

Alderman Mike Colemere
111 Painted Post Lane

210-268-4149
mcolemere@shavanopark.org

(Continued from page 1)

Municipal Court hours 
of operation are:

Monday through Friday 
from 

8:00 am to 4:00 pm

the car was loaded, the drive home began, and the love, joy and 
peace of a special childhood faded into slumber.

I am proud to say that experiences similar to these continue 
in our community as we celebrate Independence Day. It is a 
day with carnival rides for children, children vividly glowing 
with wonderfully painted faces, boys and girls eagerly awaiting 
the next pony ride, shaved ice to help escape the heat, lovingly 
made homemade pies for friends and family, community 
contests and so much more. It is a day of remembrance with 
those a little gray around the gills, and a day to create memories 
for the rest of us. With a combination of city funding and the 
very generous support of individuals and business citizens, the 
young in age (and the young of all ages) enjoyed some of the 
best that life has to offer as older neighbors share refreshments 
in the shade while loved ones and friends experienced the 
sights, sounds and smells of traditional Americana. 

Independence Day Winners. This year’s winning pie and pet 
parade contestants (with owner) were as follows: Traditional 
Apple Pie - Beth Rodgers; Non-traditional Pie winners:  Julie 
Smuk (recipe inside this issue) Key Lime pie – Kim Lane and 
Vinegar Pie with blueberry compote.  The first place winner in 
the under 14 category was Julie Andrews for fig pie. Pet parade 
prizes were given out for Dressed for Freedom, Most Patriotic, 
Most Creative and Judge’s Choice was presented to Stan and 
Abigail Klein.

None of this would have been possible without the love for 
friends and family as demonstrated by the volunteers who put 
this together. I commend each of the volunteers as well as the 
participants who made our Shavano Park Independence Day 
experience distinctive. 

For their outstanding efforts to make the day special for all of 
us, I would like to recognize Vicki Maisel, Tomas Palmer and 
Michele Ross for their many contributions. I also hope each of 
you will thank our many financial sponsors: Baptist Emergency 
Hospital, Nooner’s C Store, Martin Marietta Beckman Quarry, 
Republic Services, Inc., Terry Kemmy Communications, LLC, 
Shavano Park Women’s Club, the Konrad Kuykendall family, 
Bunting Ross Realty – Michele Ross, Cowboy Cleaners – Vicki 
Maisel, Tomas and Elfie Palmer, Friends of Shavano Park, Half-
Priced Realty – David Marne, and Maggi Kautz.

I encourage all to circle June 30th on your 2018 calendar for a 
next Independence Day celebration. The next year should have 
even more to offer!

If you ever have any questions or concerns, please give me a 
call at 210-867-0441.



   

Cowboy
Cleaners
Free Home Pick Up

& Delivery

Owned by a Shavano Park Resident

Call 341-5555
or 326-0291

 

Providing Quality Service Since 1989
www.artistictreesinc.com

RENE PIÑA
Oak Wilt Specialist

9490 Braun Rd
San Antonio, TX 78254

210.561.0155

Professional Tree Service
Experienced • Dependable • Caring

Certified Arborist #TX-3713ACertified Arborist #TX-3713A
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will host an informal survey soliciting input on each topic 
area.

The first focus is the Community’s Vision, Goals, and 
Communities Strengths, Weaknesses, Opportunities 
and Threats. A short online survey to provide feedback 
is here:  https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/YYYRKHN  - 
which is also located on the City Website.  The second 
focused survey will be on the sidewalks and pedestrian / 
bike accessibility, also found on the website. 

The responses to this survey will be compiled for Planning 
& Zoning Commission. Future surveys may include topics 
like: City-wide Drainage, Residential & Commercial 
Development, NW Military Highway Expansion and the 
Municipal Tract. 

You can attend the Planning & Zoning Commission’s next 
public hearing on the City’s sidewalk and bike lane plans 
on August 8, 2017 @ 6:30 p.m. at City of Shavano Park 
City Hall, 900 Saddletree Court.

Remember to Water Your Trees
I know that some folks are very strict water conservationists 
and do not water their lawns.  While I water most of my 
yard, I removed a zone of it from my watering schedule 
last year.  In July, I noticed my trees in that section almost 
died from lack of water and a little watering was able to 
save them.  This year has been drier than last… So, this is 
just a friendly reminder that you may want to walk around 
the yard and assess your tree situation. You might find a 
few that could use an occasional drink.  Watering a tree 
once in a while could save you from cutting it down later. 

Here to Serve!

Bill Hill
City Manager

Public Input Surveys – Updating the “Town Plan”

OFFICE OF THE CITY MANAGER:

Last month, I informed you in my article that Council 
had directed the update to the 2010 Town Plan, which 
is a comprehensive planning document that will assist 
in guiding the City in the future. I provided a tentative 
timeline for briefings, public hearings, and deliberation.  
On July 12th we kicked off that effort, which will likely 
continue into 2018.  Last month, we also introduced a 
survey to get your input on the City’s Vision, Strategic 
Goals, and our assessment of City Strengths, Weaknesses, 
Opportunities, and Threats.  We received good feedback 
and appreciate your input.  More surveys are coming. 

Our intent is to use a series of short surveys to assist 
in getting your input / feedback as part of the “Public 
Hearing” process while updating the Town Plan. Over 
the coming months, the Planning & Zoning Commission 
will be holding a number of public hearings / Town Hall 
meetings to receive and solicit comments from residents 
and property owners on the review / update of the 
2010 Town Plan.  Each month a different focus area will 
be reviewed, which will be preceded by an update the 
month prior.  In parallel with the public hearings, the City 



210.677.5042
alexander.mann21@gmail.com

Kettlebells • TRX • Bootcamp

Group Fitness & Private Training
Sessions.  First One is Complimentary

Gallos Plumbing Service Co.
Personalized Service for All of Your Plumbing Needs

Residential and Commercial

Call 210 679-0000 or 210 669-4645
M-36478 Licensed and Insured

All Major Credit Cards Accepted

• Electronic Line Locating • Sewer Camera Inspections  
• Foundation Leak Repair • Yard Leaks
• Additions and Remodeling to Kitchen and Bath
• Service and Repair • Sewer Drain Cleaning
• Water Heaters • Gas Tests • 24/7 Emergency Response

www.gallosplumbing.com
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FIRE BLOTTER POLICE BLOTTER
Police Administration -  492-9248Fire  Administration - 492-1111

Michael Naughton
Fire Chief

Ray Lacy
Police Chief

210 Total Police Department Calls 
for service.

300 Total Officer Initiated Citizen 
Contacts.

97 Total Fire Department Calls 
for June 2017

8  Criminal Calls
1 Criminal Mischief
1 DWI
1 Narcotic Violation (class B and up)
2 Narcotic Violations (class C)
1 Public Intoxication
1 Resisting Arrest
1 Robbery (armed/aggravated)

202 Non-Criminal Calls
1 Major Accident
5 Minor Accidents
41 Alarm Calls
 15 Animal Calls
40 Assist Fire Department / EMS
7 Assist Other Law Enforcement Agencies
5 Assist Public
25 City Ordinance Violations
5 Disturbances
1 Emergency Detention
16 Information
2 Recovered / Found Property
24 Suspicious Activity
2 Traffic Hazard
4 Welfare Concern
9 911 Hang-up Calls

300 Officer Initiated Contacts
253 Community Policing Contacts / Crime 
Preventions
47 Out of Town / Patrol-By Reports

15 Fire Alarms
5 House Fire Alarm in Shavano Park
8 Commercial Fire Alarm in Shavano 
Park
2 Assist Leon Springs with a 
commercial building fire

46 Rescue/EMS Calls
39 EMS Calls – not motor vehicle collisions
7 Motor Vehicle Collision
 
19 Service Calls
1 Standby (Commercial Activated Fire Alarms, Bexar-
Bulverde)
2 Standby (Residential Activated Fire Alarms, Hollywood 
Park)
3 Standby (Commercial Activated Fire Alarms, Hollywood 
Park)
11 Standby (Residential Activated Fire Alarms, Leon Springs)
1 Standby (Commercial Activated Fire Alarms, Leon Springs)
1 Standby (Commercial Activated Fire Alarms, Castle Hills)

10 Good Intent Calls
3 Assist Hollywood Park (cancelled en route)
4 Assist Castle Hills (cancelled en route)
3 Assist San Antonio (Cancelled en route)

6 Public Assist
1 Assist the public with arcing powerlines
1 Assist the public with public education
1 Assist the public with a child locked in a vehicle
1 Assist the public with a malfunctioning carbon monoxide 
alarm
1 Assist the public with an animal rescue
1 Assist the public with a smell of smoke in the area.

1 Hazardous Conditions
1 Assist Public Works with a chlorine spill. No hazard 
found to general public.

June 2017



• Painting
• Remodeling 
• Electrical
• Ceramic Work
• We do it all–large or small

Irwin Dreyfus
210-885-8465

Email at diversified1@icloud.com
www.diversifiedremodeling.net

• Small or Large Repairs
• Drywall Repair & Installation 
• Deck Construction
• Rotted Wood Replacement
• Window & Door Replacement

Free

Esti
mate

s In Business

20 Years

Selling Your Home ?
Tired of paying 6% ?

Let my 23 years of experience 
help you ... and save thousands 
of dollars. Satisfaction
Guaranteed !

www. FullServiceMLS.com
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Town Plan Public Hearings 
The City of Shavano Park Planning & 
Zoning Commission will be holding 
a number of public hearings / Town 
Hall meetings to receive and solicit 
comments from City of Shavano Park 

residents and property owners on the review / update 
of the 2010 Town Plan over the next few months.  Each 
month a different focus area will be specifically reviewed, 
which will be preceded by an update the month prior.  In 
parallel with the public hearings, the City will host an 
informal survey soliciting input on each topic area. 

City of Shavano Park Planning & Zoning Commission 
held its first public hearing on July 12, 2017 @ 6:30 p.m. 
at City of Shavano Park City Hall, 900 Saddletree Court.  
At this public hearing, we reviewed the Town Plan with 
focus on the City’s vision and strategic goals, City issues, 
and the City’s strengths, weaknesses, opportunities, and 
threats. 

 Preliminary schedule follows:

• Aug – FOCUS:  Hike & Bike Trails and Sidewalks

• PRE-BRIEF: Development Update - Denton 
Communities and Bitterblue 

• Sep – FOCUS:  Residential and Commercial 
Development

• PRE-BRIEF:  Drainage Study Results - KFW 
Engineering 

• Oct – FOCUS:  Flooding and Drainage

• PRE-BRIEF: Feasibility Study and Survey Results

• Nov – FOCUS:  City’s Municipal Tract

• PRE-BRIEF:  NW Military Highway Improvement 
Plan Update

• Dec – FOCUS:  NW Military Highway improvements 
- TxDOT

The 2010 Town Plan will be available for review by the 
public at the Planning & Zoning Commission Public 
Hearing and can be viewed at the City of Shavano Park 
website www.shavanopark.org 

Shavano Park City Council 
is Looking for Volunteers to 
Serve on Various Boards / 

Commissions / Committees

The City of Shavano Park’s Boards, Commissions, and 
Committees provide a vital link between the citizenry, 
City Council and City Staff and help keep our City 
government dynamic, responsive and accountable.  
The City could not without the outstanding advice, 
expertise and time provided by the volunteers who 
serve on these Boards.  Members of the Boards, 
Commissions and Committees are appointed by the 
City Council.  Any citizen interested in serving should 
request an application from the City Secretary, or 
may download an application. 

Please drop off your application or send via email to 
the City Secretary at ztedford@shavanopark.org.

Applications are kept on file for one year. The 
application deadline is by September 1, 2017.

Board of Adjustment
Three (3) positions 
Two (2) Alternates

Planning & Zoning Commission
Five (5) positions 

Water Advisory Committee
Four (4) positions – 1 position to fill unexpired term 
ending 9-30-2018

Tree Committee
To be determined position - Minimum seven (7) 
residents

Investment Committee
One (1) position
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Neighborhood WATCH News 
A Smashing 4th of July 

Neighborhood Block Party
Submitted by Etta Fanning, 

Coordinator Neighborhood WATCH

On July 4th, the streets were lined with flags leading to 
the cul-de-sac on Calais Way in Bentley Manor, for the 
annual gathering of neighbors to celebrate America. It’s 
grown, and over 90 residents attended to enjoy grilled 
hot dogs, apple pie, ice cream, watermelon, and delicious 
pot-luck side dishes. New residents had an opportunity 
to meet their neighbors, and long-time residents enjoyed 
catching-up with the news from their neighbors. This fun 
block party was hosted by Nancy & Eddie Ogden and 
Etta & Bob Fanning, and special thanks goes out to all 
the volunteers who arrived early and stayed late to help. 

Have a safe summer, and protect yourself from the 
heat. Remember your pets too.  Remember to lock up 
and use your home alarm. Report anything suspicious 
to Police at 804-0110 or 911. 

To participate in Neighborhood WATCH or volunteer as 
a Block Captain, contact Etta Fanning, Coordinator, at 
fanninge@satx.rr.com/ Ph: 210-493-8758. 

Neighborhood WATCH is an organized group 
of volunteers who agree together to keep an 
observant eye on the neighborhood, and to report 

any suspicious activity to 911. Neighborhood WATCH 
is registered with National Neighborhood WATCH – a 
division of the National Sheriffs’ Association. 

SHAVANO PARK RESIDENTIAL 
BRUSH/BULKY PICK UP

The annual Brush/Bulky pick up is scheduled for 
September 4 – 8. There is a ten (10) cubic yard limit 
per household, any amount exceeding this limit will 
not be picked up and will be reported to the City.   
For comparison - One (1) cubic yard is two (2) 95 
gallon carts. Citizens are provided one (1) 95 gallon 
cart.       

RESIDENTIAL BRUSH/BULKY PICK UP ONLY!!!!
Commercial Tree Trimmers are responsible for 
removing trimming and should NOT use this 
pick up for disposing of brush.

RESIDENTS MAY BEGIN TO PLACE BRUSH/BULKY 
ITEMS AT THE CURB, MONDAY, AUGUST 28

Accepted Materials:
Shrubs / Tree Branches / Woody Vines / Other 
herbaceous and woody plants
BBQ grills (without compressed gas tanks)
Carpeting
Fencing
Furniture
Mattresses
Toilets
Water heaters
Appliances ***Refrigerators, freezers, and a/c window 
units will be collected only if refrigerant has been 
removed and the appliance is tagged and certified, 
indicating removal of refrigerant***.  

Materials Not Accepted
Household Trash
Hazardous Materials (paints, household cleaners)
Compressed Gas Tanks
Tires
Televisions
Computers
Medical Waste
Appliances with refrigerant that have not been 
removed and certified.
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Water Advisory Committee
Your Water Advisory Committee has been hard at work 
for all the customers of the Shavano Park Water System.  
We work closely with your Mayor and City Council, and 
an outstanding City Manager, Public Works Director, and 
staff!  In the last two years, we have planned and helped 
oversee repainting and rehabilitation the Shavano Park 
Elevated Water Tank (it had not been painted in over 20 
years); reworking the Trinity Aquifer well to replace the 
submersible pump which was damaged by lightning, and 
addressed a corrosion problem that had occurred in the 
well; and are in the process of installing a complete new 
control system for all of the wells and tanks (the old system 
had become very unreliable, and replacement parts were 
no longer reasonably available).  

Our last water rate study was conducted in 2004 (13 years 
ago), and a lot has changed since that time.  Our objectives 
include maintaining a water system that reliably delivers 
high quality,  water in sufficient volume to supply the needs 
of Shavano Park citizens, including our fire protection 
services.  We have been blessed with more rain the last few 
years than “typical” in Shavano Park, but we know that will 
not always be the case.  Citizens have also done a good job 
of conserving water, and while that is a great thing, it has 
reduced the income for our water system.  We are planning 
to conduct a new rate study in the next few months, and 
we look forward to citizen involvement and citizen input.   
All members of the Water Advisory Committee are not 
only citizens of Shavano Park, but we are also customers 
of our Shavano Park Water System.  We want to keep our 
rates as low as possible, but not get ourselves in a bind in 
the future by failing to plan and take necessary actions to 
keep our system in top operating condition.  

We are just beginning to plan the water rate study, and 
will build on the actions of previous water committees and 
the City Council when the last study was conducted.  Our 
first steps will be to determine the financial requirements 
to maintain and operate a quality water system.  Then 
we will look at our current rate structure, and potential 
adjustments to that structure to ensure our water system 
is financially sound and properly maintained.

The upcoming widening of NW Military Highway will also 
almost certainly require that we relocate some of our water 
control valves, and possibly even some of our water supply 
pipes. We will know more of what we will need to do as 
TXDOT performs more of their site surveys, and completes 
more of their engineering plans.

We will keep you advised through this newsletter of our 
progress, and you will receive notices of both our regular 
meetings, and workshops/hearings on the rate study 
specifically. We welcome your involvement and feedback.

Al Walea
Chair, Water Advisory Committee

BIG THANK YOU TO OUR  SPONSORS 
FOR SUPPORTING OUR JULY 1ST 

INDEPENDENCE DAY CELEBATION 

ROCKET
Baptist Emergency Hospital 

ROMAN CANDLE 
Nooner’s C Store 
Martin Marietta Beckman Quarry
Tomas & Elfie Palmer

FIRECRACKER
Republic Services Inc. 
Terry Kemmy, Shavano Living Magazine
Shavano Park Women’s Club

SPARKLER
Kuykendall Family
Friends of Shavano Park
Cowboy Cleaners
Bunting Ross Realty

POPPERS
Half Priced Real Estate Inc. 
Margaret Kautz

Independence Day Pie Winning Recipe

Sugar Cream Pie
1 pie shell
2 C heavy cream
1 C sugar
1 C half & half

2 egg yolks
1/3 C flour
2 T melted butter
1 1/2 tsp vanilla extract

1/2 tsp vanilla extract
1/2 tsp cinnamon
1/4 tsp nutmeg
1/4 tsp salt

Preheat oven 350 degrees. Combine sugar, flour, nutmeg 
salt - whisk together. Pour in heavy cream and mix well. 
In seperate bowl, whisk together egg yolks, extract, and 
half & half. Gently stir in egg yolk mixture into heavy cream 
mixture. Pour into pie shell and brush edges with butter. 
Sprinkle top with cinnamon. Bake 60-70 minutes until set 
but jiggly. Let bubble 10 minutes. Cool.



custom designs for
new construction, additions

& remodeling

ph.: (210) 481-3022
cell: (210) 683-3834
jtravis2@satx.rr.com

john travis
architect

Please respond by:

Ad Proof
Proofing Instructions

Note: This 
response constitutes acceptance of responsibility for any errors in your ad. Neighborhood 
News will not be responsible for errors overlooked at this point.

Please note:
W

’

Neighborhood News

Phone: 210.558.3160 ext. 5834 Outside San Antonio: 866.558.3160
Fax: 210.558.3163  Outside San Antonio: 866.558.3163
Email: keaton@neighborhoodnews.com

Publication Month(s):

Newsletter(s):

Monday, July 31 11:00 am

August 2017

PROOF 1 PROOF 2 PROOF 3 (final)

Shavano Park

Rosie MacLachlan
Certified Nurse Assistant

In Home Care
Over 30 years experience

Caregiver relief
Elder Care 
Day or night

Specializing in Alzheimer and Dementia Patient Care

210-639-5513 referrals available
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Patricia J. Blattman Elementary   
Black Bears’ News

It is almost back to school time for our Shavano Park 
Black Bears!  Teachers and staff are excited to start a 
new school year filled with learning and fun! 

• The school office will reopen on July 26.   Families 
are encouraged to register their children before 
school starts.

• Watch your mailboxes the week of August 21 for 
postcards announcing Meet the Teacher and PTA 
Ice Cream Social nights.  

• The new 2017-2018 NISD Elementary School Day 
Hours are 7:45 a.m.-2:55 p.m.

• Go to the following link to submit your email 
information for the new NISD Parent Portal (HAC) 
https://portalupdate.nisd.net/.

• School Supplies Lists can be found on the Blattman 
website (http://nisd.net/blattman).  Go to the Bear 
Facts/Supply List links to find the grade level lists.

• Stay connected on Twitter @nisdBlattman 
and check the Blattman website for additional 
information, dates and reminders.  

Neighborhood WATCH News 
2017 National Night Out is 

Tuesday, October 3, 6:00-8:00PM
Meet Your Neighbors….

Have a Block Party in Your 
Neighborhood.

Submitted by Etta Fanning, 
Coordinator Neighborhood WATCH

Neighborhood WATCH partners with Shavano Park 
Police to invite you to join your neighbors for National 
Night Out (NNO) on October 3, from 6-8PM.  

Take a stand against crime –In addition to “turning on 
your porch light”, we encourage and invite you to host a 
block party on your street or partner with a neighbor to 
have a block party so that neighbors can meet the new 
residents in the neighborhood. It’s also an opportunity 
to thank our Shavano Park Police and Fire Fighters/
EMS who visit the block parties.  Together we build 
camaraderie and make our community safer. Contact 
Chief Ray Lacy or Etta Fanning for more information. 

Safety is pro-active. Please lock up, use your home 
alarm, and do not leave valuables in your vehicles. 
Report anything suspicious to Police at 804-0110 or 
911. 

To participate in Neighborhood WATCH or volunteer as 
a Block Captain, contact Etta Fanning, Coordinator, at 
fanninge@satx.rr.com/ Ph: 210-493-8758. 

Neighborhood WATCH is an organized group 
of volunteers who agree together to keep an 
observant eye on the neighborhood, and to report 
any suspicious activity to 911. Neighborhood 

WATCH is registered with National Neighborhood 
WATCH – a division of the National Sheriffs’ Association. 
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October
S M T W T F S
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
8 9 10 11 12 13 14
15 16 17 18 19 20 21
22 23  24 25 26 27) 28
29 30 31

Northside Independent School District
2017-2018 Calendar2017-2018 Calendar2017-2018 Calendar2017-2018 Calendar2017-2018 Calendar

5900 Evers Road
San Antonio, Texas 78238
Internet: www.nisd.net     Email: info@nisd.net
FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL: August 28, 2017  LAST DAY OF SCHOOL: June 6, 2018
FIRST SEMESTER:  88 days   SECOND SEMESTER:   89 days

Student Holidays
July 4 Fourth of July holiday
Sept. 4 Labor Day
Oct. 9 Columbus Day/Student Holiday
Nov. 20-21 Student Holiday/Staff Dev.
Nov. 22-24 Thanksgiving Break
Dec. 21-Jan. 2 Winter Break
Jan. 15 Martin Luther King, Jr. Day
Feb. 19 Student Holiday/Staff Dev./Bad

Weather Makeup Day
March 12-16 Spring Break
March 30 Easter Break
April 27 Battle of Flowers
May 28 Memorial Day
June 7 Work Day/Bad Weather Makeup Day

Grading Periods. Schools use 6 or 9-week grading periods. Report Cards will be sent on the last day of the
next week following the end of the period.

Legend
Student Holiday/Staff Development ..............
Student Holiday/Staff Work Day .....................
Teacher & Student Holiday .............................
Student Holiday/Half Staff Dev/Half Work Day
Begin Semester ...............................................
End Semester ..................................................
End Six Weeks .................................................
End Nine Weeks ..............................................
Bad Weather Makeup Day ..............................
Feb. 19, 2018 (1st choice); June 7 (2nd choice)

)
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NO JOB TOO SMALL--WE DO IT ALL
•Residential •Commercial

(210) 684-8500

Insured & Bonded

www.alamohandymantx.com
www.facebook.com/alamohandymantx

https://twitter.com/alamohandyman

License TECL # 30576
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Oh! Possum!
submitted by Vicky Maisel

We have all seen these aesthetically challenged creatures. You 
know the pointy nosed, beady eyed, rat tailed lumbering thing 
that frightens children and well just looks like something out of 
a B Horror Movie. But really the opossum has gotten a bad rap. 
Yes it’s unattractive but they are surprisingly one of the most 
beneficial animals to have making a home in your yard. 
 
Even though we call these animals possums they are opossums 
(possums live in Australia and look nothing like our North 
American opossum). But we tend to drop the o in their name 
unless we walk our back door and accidental run into one. 
Then we yell “Oh!” rather loudly and then say possum once we 
realize it is not a giant rat. ‘Possum’s are not rats nor related 
to them at all but are marsupials. So think of an ugly kangaroo 
when you see an opossum.

 Opossums are natures’ sanitation engineers. The lowly 
opossum is really beneficial for our yards. Opossums are 
omnivores but tend to be more carnivores. They will eat rats, 
beetles, grub worms, grasshoppers, frogs, fresh carrion and 
snakes. The opossum is immune to the sting of honeybees and 
scorpions and to the toxins of botulism and even the venom of 
poisonous snakes. So yes, that opossum will eat a rattlesnake 
and be perfectly fine.  They also play an important role of seed 
disperser because they will eat berries and fruit. The opossum 
is also a wonderful cleaner since carrion is a part of its diet. 
Maybe one of its best attributes is the opossum is a vacuum 
cleaner for ticks, including those that spread Lyme disease. A 
single opossum can eat 4000 ticks a week 

Despite their appearance opossums are very clean and 
healthy animals. Most folks think they carry a host of diseases 
(probably because of that unfortunate rat tail) but they do not. 
In fact, the opossum is resistant to most diseases because its 
body temperature is lower than most mammals. Many diseases 
cannot multiply fast enough to overwhelm the opossum 
excellent immune system. The opossum is a dead end rabies 
host so you cannot get rabies from an opossum. Opossum’s 
are fastidious groomers   which is why with an opossum in 
your yard they will scratch, lick and chew any ticks that attach 
to themselves. Which means less ticks in your yard more in 
the opossum’s stomach. So all that said about the opossum’s 
amazing immune system there are a few animals that that 
should avoid exposure to the opossum. Birds, horses and sea 
otters are at risk of contracting sarcocystosis which is a deadly 
disease. They will get it by ingesting the feces of the opossum. 

So here are a few myth busters and fun facts. Opossums can 
be about the size of a large house cat about 15 – 20 inches 
long and weigh in at 10 - 13 pounds. Opossums are not 
dangerous to your pets but cat food is top on their list of tasty 
snacks. If you notice fish missing from your pond – don’t look 
at opossum. The opossum is rather lazy and not industrious 
enough to catch fish or try to attack an animal that might fight 
back. Opossums do not dig. They may inhabit holes that were 
created by other animals but they won’t dig their own. And 
despite appearances they are not deaf and blind. They can see 
and hear but neither sense is very acute. Male opossums are 
jacks and yes you guessed it – females are jills.  While they 
may look primitive and have very small brains, the opossum 
has a remarkable capacity to find food and remember where 
it was found besting rats, rabbits, dogs and cats at that task. 
Opossums do better than rats and cats at solving maze 

problems. And that ugly rat tail – well the opossum can wrap it 
around branches to help them climb trees and carry grass and 
other vegetation in their coiled tails. So their ugly rat tail is really 
like a fifth limb.  Opossums are nocturnal but don’t be alarmed 
if you see one during the day especially during the winter. They 
will be out and about foraging during the warmer daylight 
hours. (plus remember you can’t get rabies from the opossum)

We cannot talk about opossums without talking about “playing 
possum “and their ferocious display of teeth and growling. Yes, 
seeing a opossum hiss and growl and display it 50 small teeth is 
scary. But that is all it is because the opossum is non aggressive. 
So even though it has more teeth than any other native animal 
and those 50 small pointy sharp teeth can be intimidating- the 
opossum almost always loses in an actual fight. Given a chance 
the opossum will flee from danger. But in extreme circumstances 
the opossum will “play possum”. This is not a voluntary decision 
for the opossum .It goes into a state of shock which causes their 
bodies to become stiff, their breathing to slow down, their musk 
glands are released and drool will trickle from their mouths. 
Predators will give up the attack because the opossum looks 
and smells dead. This state can last for an hour or more.  So 
when you see a dead opossum it may just be “playing possum “

The poor opossum has one of the shortest life spans for 
mammals. Living to be only 1 -2 years.  Sadly the automobile is 
the number one killer of opossums. Remember, they eat carrion 
and many times they get flattened themselves while snacking. 
The predators for opossums (aside from trucks and sedans) are 
owls, coyotes and bobcats.

Now that you know how wonderful these ugly creatures really are 
– you may be thinking “Dang I want one”. Yes they are beneficial 
to the health and well being of us and the environment. But an 
opossum rarely does well in captivity. But we can all admire and 
thank those opossums for eating up those ticks, snacking on 
snakes, nibbling on carrion and not passing along any diseases 
to us. Maybe someday humans will learn the secrets of the 
opossum anti venom for ourselves. But until then whenever you 
see one of these marvelous creatures you will say “Oh” with a lilt 
in your voice as opposed to the “Oh” you scream now when you 
see one. Oh! The beautiful and amazing opossum!

For more opossum information checkout
Wildlife Center of Texas “Embrace the Opossum “
Compassionate Action Institute “Opossums “
National Wildlife Federation “Give Opossums a Break”
The ‘Possum Pages 



 
 

 
 

 

Bunting Ross Realty 
Michele Bunting Ross 

Broker/Owner 
TREC# 0512785 

 

Our Shavano Park expertise and attention to 
detail can take you in any direction you are 

moving. 
 

michelebross@sbcglobal.com 
210-413-2622   

A.S.A.P. Aire  
Honest Dependable HVAC Service 

Don G. Lowden 
Owner 

 

Service & Installation/Residential & Commercial 
TACL# A0012942C 

210-803-8808                  asapaire@gmail.com 
 

A.S.A.P. Air
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Wildlife Habitat 
Certification 

submitted by Vicky Maisel

Over the last few years, Shavano Park has received many awards. 
We are a Tree City USA, a Scenic City and a Firewise city. These 
certificates have been great achievements for our city. Through 
the hard work of our citizens and the staff, we have received 
these awards for our city.

But, we are not done. Shavano Park is the perfect city to 
achieve the National Wildlife Federations Community Wildlife 
Habitat Certification. We have abundant wildlife that makes 
their home right here in Shavano Park. And for the most part, 
we love our wildlife (snakes are a bit tough to love but they do 
have their benefits). Currently, Mayor Bob Werner, Alderman 
Mike Colemere, Vicky Maisel, Dagne Fisher and Nancy Bula are 
working on getting the designation for our city. 

We can use your help. One of the things we will need to do is 
make a brochure about the wildlife in Shavano Park. We would 
love your photos of the critters in your backyard. (no your dog 
and cats don’t count ) If you have deer that come by nightly or a 
raccoon that knocks on your patio door to be fed (yes, I have one 
of those) – please send us a photo. Email photos to vickymaisel@
yahoo.com  , please include your name as we would like to make 
sure we attribute the photos to correct person. 

As you know one of the many things that make Shavano Park a 
great place to live is the natural habitat and our rural atmosphere. 
The Wildlife Habitat Certification will encourage us all to 
appreciate and respect nature. Whenever any of our citizens 
are asked what makes Shavano Park special- the number one 
reason is our rural atmosphere. This certificate will celebrate our 
love for wildlife and nature. So please send any photos you have 
or take some of the animals, bird and bugs that you see every 
day in your yard. We are very close to achieving the certification 
but your help is needed. Particularly since my photos tend to 
have a very large thumb prominently featured in them. 

This will be a great addition to the awards our city has already 
achieved. We will be one the few cities to achieve so many 
awards for our love of nature. But that is what makes us one of 
the best places to live.  If you have any questions or would like 
more information about the certificate or the National Wildlife 
Federation, please contact me at vickymaisel@ yahoo.com or 
210 -218-2817.

Congratulations Graduates!!  

Student  School  Future Plans
Benjamin Kalter               University  Unknown 
   of the South
                                        – Sewanee, 
   Tennessee   
Lindsey Laws                   TMI   Tulane
Miranda Nichols               Lutheran H.S.    Texas Tech
Loken Surya-Patel           St. Mary’s Hall    UT – Dallas
Michael Gallegos             San Antonio       Berkeley
   Christian

NOTE FROM THE MAYOR:

TOWN HALL MEETING 
Shavano Park City Hall, Council Chambers 
900 Saddletree Court, Shavano Park 78231 

Presented By Councilwoman Michele Bunting Ross & 
Councilman Bob Heintzelman 

SATURDAY, AUGUST 26th, 10:00AM
The Town Hall Meeting will be held on Saturday, August 

26th, so that citizens may provide input prior to the Council 
Meeting on Monday, August 28th where the first vote will be 

taken on the tax rate and budget. 

TOPIC: FY 2017-18 Budget & Tax Rate

Meeting will consist of presentation and discussion of no more 
than 1 hour.  If you have any topics you would like included, 
please bring your questions to the meeting or email Michele 

at mross@shavanopark.org.

Tavera
Dog Training and Dog Walking

In Home Training, Pet Sitting & 
Dog Walking Services

Alexis Tavera
Certified Dog Trainer

(210) 920-0842
taveradogtraining@gmail.com

I live in the area and would 
love to help out.  Call Today!



• Independent Retirement Living
• Assisted Living
• Memory Care
• Extended Nursing Care
• In-Home Care & Concierge Services

Senior Living Community

Our mission is about life!

www.iwretire.org

Serving the San Antonio community since 1988. The 
Village at Incarnate Word ministry is a work of 

compassion and merciful love, not duty. Steeped in 
rich history and tradition, we invite you to experience 

The Village at Incarnate Word Lifestyle.

License # s 000777 (AL-A) 101505 (AL-B), 100473 (ALZ), 011872 (HCSSA) 

4707 Broadway St. | San Antonio, TX 78209
(210) 829-7561

SEPTICSEPTIC
Residential & Commercial
Proudly Serving South Texas for over 10 Years!

• Conventional Septic & Aerobic Installations

• Aerobic Maintenance Contracts

• Septic Tank Cleaning

• Drain Field Repairs

• Real Estate Inspections

Licensed & Insured
#0S0028816   #0S0023596   #MP0001294

875-3625(210)

mjseptic@satx.rr.com
Hablamos Español Senior Citizen & Military Discounts

$25 OFF Any Service
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Women's Club
by: Maggi Kautz

SPWC Over the Moon

Members of the Shavano Park Women’s Club admire their special rocket representing their 
contribution to the SP Independence Day Celebration. This community-minded organization 
donated funds to purchase the festive holiday flags on light poles surrounding the parking lot at 
City Hall.

Tea Party Planned for SPWC Opening Meeting
Our first meeting of the 2017-2018 fiscal year is planned for 10:00 am, Thursday, September 14th at 
our own City Hall.  Officers have planned a Festive Tea Party to welcome back old members and 
give a hearty welcome to new members after our summer break.  It is always fun to see everyone 
again and catch up on “the latest”.  This important first meeting is where we distribute our SPWC 
Yearbook, introduce our programs for the coming year, WHICH ARE LOOKING FABULOUS, and 
just have a good. You won’t want to miss it!

Dues must have been received by July 31st in order to be listed in our Yearbook. But dues are 
accepted at any time throughout the year.  Mail your check for $20.00 to Treasurer, Alma Saenz, 
4407 Yorkshire Court, 78249.  Make sure you have your name, address and phone number listed 
for our records, as well as giving Alma your e-mail address for notification purposes. Please call 
President Maggi Kautz at 210-408-7050 for further information.



FULLY LICENSED, 
BONDED, AND 
CERTIFIED.

REFERENCES 
AVAILABLE 

UPON REQUEST

210-777-5323

www.trustedtrees.com
Check us out on the Nextdoor website!

FREE C
onsultation &

 E
st

im
at

e!

Ask about 
our 

SENIOR 
DICOUNTS

● TREE REMOVALS, TRIMMING, PRUNING, PLANTING
● DEADWOOD REMOVAL ● ROOF LINE CLEARING

● STUMP REMOVALS ● STORM CLEAN UP 
● CANOPY RAISES
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Independence Day Celebration

Info@NeighborhoodNews.com
www.NeighborhoodNews.com

For advertising sales and information please call or send an email to 
Sales@NeighborhoodNews.com

Articles that appear in the City of Shavano Park Roadrunner do not necessarily reflect the official 
position of Neighborhood News, Inc. and their publication does not constitute an endorsement 
therein. The appearance of any advertisement in City of Shavano Park Roadrunner does not constitute 
an endorsement by Neighborhood News, Inc. of the goods or services advertised.  Neighborhood 
News, Inc. is not responsible for errors beyond the cost of the actual ad space.  Any publication of 
Neighborhood News, Inc., whether draft or final is the sole property of Neighborhood News, Inc. 
and cannot be reproduced or distributed in any way, whether in print or electronically, without the 
express written consent of Neighborhood News, Inc.  ©Neighborhood News, Inc.

Published and distributed by:
Neighborhood News, Inc.
3740 Colony Drive Suite 120
San Antonio, TX 78230
(210) 558-3160 * (210) 558-3163 fax



Wondering how to promote your business?

210.558.3160

Advertise Here!

Ask about
discounts, ad sizes, &
other neighborhoods

in your area

sales@neighborhoodnews.com

LET’S DO OUR PART IN HELPING THE ENVIRONMENT!

1

2

go green
Did you know you can “opt in” to have this newsletter

delivered electronically?

HOW?
Visit www.NeighborhoodNews.com

Click on: “Let’s do our part” and follow the instructions.

What will change?
Well....nothing! You will begin receiving your newsletter by email on the next 
publication. We’ll be sure to remove your address from the mailing list while 

you enjoy your digital copy.

Neighborhood News is pleased to be offering this free service!

Questions?  Feel free to contact us at (210) 558-3160 or info@neighborhoodnews.com.
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Fourth of July

Fun!
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SHAVANO PARK CLASSIFIEDS
PET SITTING/HOUSE SITTING:
Nadya Strudell, 18 years old, attending Savannah College of 
Art and Design. I love cleaning and keeping a house tidy. I 
can be contacted at (210) 247-7087 or at Nadezhda_0521@
yahoo.com

PET SITTING, LIFEGUARD:
Sarah Trippy, 17 years old. I am available for pet care, with 2+ 
years experience with a variety of pets. I also have Lifeguard, 
First Aid and CPR certifications. Contact me at (210) 287-
7097 or sjtrippy@gmail.com.

PET SITTING, BABY SITTING, AND LAWN CARE SERVICE: 
Zachary Jackson, 15 years old. Contact me at 210-273-9253, 
or zachjack7@yahoo.com. I live in Bentley Manor, and I am a 
Cadet Corporal in the TMI Corps of Cadets.

PET SITTING/BABY SITTING:
Alyssa Ryan, 16 years old, Junior at Antonian High School.  
Call me at (210) 305-0592.

To add, remove, or edit a classified ad (teen service or for sale type items only), call (210) 558-3160 or email
Ariel@NeighborhoodNews.com.  If emailing, please put "Shavano Park Classifieds" on the subject line.

BABY SITTING/HOUSE SITTING: 
Caren Valenciano, recent Clark HS graduate, 18 years old. 
Dependable, responsible, and have my own vehicle. CPR 
Certified. References available. Contact me at (210) 422-
3466 

PET SITTING:
Maria Scarpino, 14 years old, and I live in Shavano Creek.  I 
have 4 years experience in taking care of pets and am 
available for pet care. Contact me at mariascarpino2@gmail.
com or (210)724-7691.

Math Tutor - Elementary/Middle School & Pre-Algebra/Algebra I:

Tara Levey, 17 years old, senior student at Antonian College 
Preparatory High School. Contact me at 210-527-6269 or 
taralevey@aol.com.

FOR SALE:  Fender Passport  P - 150, Portable Sound 
System.  150 watts of professional stereo power.  Built 
in digital reverb. $350 OBO.  Excellent condition.  Boys 
Performance Bike, 4130 CroMoly.  Excellent condition.  
$250 OBO.  Call (210) 859-2199.
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AUGUST 2017
 Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday  Thursday Friday Saturday

Planning & Zoning 
Commission Meeting 
@ 6:30 p.m.

Special City Council 
Meeting @ 6:00 p.m.

Special City Council 
Meeting @ 6:00 p.m.

City Council 
Workshop @ 6:00 p.m.

Town Hall Meeting @ 
10:00 a.m
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Sept 4      Labor Day – City Offices Closed
Sept 4- 8    Residential Brush Pick Up 
Sept 7      Planning & Zoning Commission Meeting 6:30 p.m.

City Council 
Workshop/ Meeting 
@ 6:30 p.m.

Municipal Court@ 
4:00 p.m.

SEPTEMBER 2017


